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Concerning Mike Teavee

From Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, by Roald Dahl
Junior Performers 7-10 Years
Performers start in two groups. Group 1: Parents/speakers, Group 2: Children. Group 1 standing in a line side by side CS Group two spread around the space in pairs playing games
Group 1:
The most important thing we’ve learned,       Speaking to the audience  

                                                                  with great importance
So far as children are concerned,
Is never, NEVER, NEVER let             Pointing to children on the   floor.
Them near your television set – 
Children on the floor immediately stop playing games and their eyes become glued to the television through the 4th wall.
Or better still, just don’t install

The idiotic thing at all.



Walking through them to DS
In almost every house we’ve been, 

We’ve watched them gaping at the screen. Children mesmerised by TV
Group 2:
They loll and slop and lounge about, 

Staring at TV flop right on loll, left on slop, forward on lounge
And stare until their eyes pop out.


Children pop up again at stare at screens.

 One child jumps up and says:
(Last week in someone’s place we saw

A dozen eyeballs on the floor.)

An imaginary eyeball rolls across DS towards DSR and the children watch
 “ewwwwe”
Group 1:

Oh yes, we know it keeps them still, 

They don’t climb out the window sill, 
Children DS begin to climb out an imaginary window. Deep “Hey”, all look over their shoulder and sit down in teacher’s pet before getting caught.
They never fight or kick or punch, 
Start to pretend fight/ wrestle in pairs. Mother turns and gives them the stare ‘evil eye’ and they freeze. They return to watching TV, eating pop corn, lying down lazy-like.
Performers stand up with ‘posh’ mother like voice:

They leave you free to cook the lunch
And wash the dishes in the sink – 

But did you ever stop to think, 
All parents:
To wonder just exactly what

This does to your beloved tot?

Group 2: 
IT ROTS THE SENSES IN THE HEAD!

IT KILLS IMAGINATION DEAD!

HE CAN NO LONGER UNDERSTAND
One child snaps out of the trance and jumps up to say:
A FANTASY, A FAIRYLAND!
Then becomes drawn in by the TV again.
HIS BRAIN BECOMES AS SOFT AS CHEESE!
‘mmm, cheese’
HE CANNOT  THINK – HE ONLY SEES!

All:
Everyone stands in a loud voice shouts out:

“All right”- All
“All right!” you’ll cry. “All right!” you’ll say, “You’ll cry/say”- Narrators
“But if we take the set away, 

What shall we do to entertain
Our darling children? Please explain!”

Drop to knees and beg
4 parents remain standing, looking at the audience in a questioning tone:

Have you forgotten? Don’t you know?



We’ll say it very loud and slow:

All:

THEY…USED…TO…READ! (Loud and slow) 
They’d READ and READ, AND READ and READ, and then proceed

TO READ some more (Said faster)

The performers all walk off in different directions and pose in different reading positions, in a library, taking a book off the shelf, reading on the floor etc... 

4 students pop up with a light bulb moment.

Great Scott! Gadzooks!
One half their lives was reading books??      Looking at each other in    

amazement 
The performers come together and act out the following characters

Such wondrous, fine, fantastic tales

Of dragons, gypsies, queens, and whales
Performers move onto a circle in CS and begin to walk around a student hiding in the middle. Move about creatively like they are witches or hungry gargoyles and add creepy voices.
And cannibals crouching round the pot, 

Stirring away at something hot.

It smells so good, what can it be?
One performer runs out from the group in fear, pointing and shouting 

Good gracious, it’s Penelope.
All snap out of characters and move DSC in begging position.

So please, oh please, we beg, we pray, 

Go throw your TV set away, 



Point DSR on Throw
And in its place you can install
3-4 former parents stands in

A lovely bookshelf on the wall. 
CS and say in a polite tone
Then fill the shelves with lots of books, 
Ignoring all the dirty looks,




Children stand behind the parents pulling faces, parents turn around and children return back to innocence. 
The screams, (Screams) the yells, (Ahh) the bites and kicks (Muuum!)
And children hitting you with sticks – 
Children creep close about to whack parents with a sticks, parents turn around and children look away innocently, whistling.
Fear not, because we promise you


Say while moving into 
That, in about a week or two 



a line DS
Of having nothing else to do

They’ll now begin to feel the need 


Whisper to audience, 

Of having something good to read.


wink

And once they start – oh boy, oh boy!


You watch the slowly growing joy
Big energy, really trying to sell to the audience. 
That fills their hearts. Hand on heart They’ll grow so keen Point up
They’ll wonder what they’d ever seen Questioning action
Turn to anger and frustration. Bold words shouted in chorus
In that ridiculous machine, 

That nauseating, foul, unclean, 

Repulsive television screen! 
Compose themselves and turn back to sweet and nice, hands folded or on hips
And later, each and every kid

Will love you more for what you did. 

Move into first dance formation DSC

